
B
orn Septem

ber 24, 1927, 
in H

am
ilton Square,  

N
ew

 Jersey to parents 
G

eorge H
ill G

rover, Jr.  
and H

elen K
ugler G

rover

1927
A

ttended H
am

ilton 
H

igh School W
est

Joined the U
S M

arine 
C

orps in autum
n of 1945 Received a 

N
avy RO

TC
 scholarship 

to attend the U
niversity of 

N
orth C

arolina at C
hapel H

ill  

Returned to N
ew

 Jersey in 1956 and w
orked 

at the fam
ed Shelburne H

otel in A
tlantic C

ity   

M
arried 

A
urora D

erado M
artinez 

on July 17, 1962.

A
t age 38, he becam

e a letter 
carrier for the U

.S Post O
ffice 

for 22 years 

B
ecam

e a part-tim
e driver for the 

senior care program
 of the C

ity of 
A

tlantic C
ity after retiring from

 the 
Post O

ffice.

Traveled w
ith A

urora to A
ustralia, 

South A
sia, N

ew
 Zealand, Scandinavia, 

Spain, and South A
m

erica. V
isited w

ith 
sister Jane G

rover-Sm
ith w

hile 
traveling in A

ustralia. 

B
ecam

e a volunteer for the 
H

istoric O
rgan Restoration 

C
om

m
ittee at Jim

 W
helan 

B
oardw

alk H
all and A

bsecon 
Lighthouse in 2009, m

eeting 
lighthouse visitors from

 every 
continent except A

ntarctica. 

1956
1945

19621965

A
ttended m

any social events including 
A

tlantic C
ity signature events, M

iss A
m

erica 
and M

iss’d A
m

erica.

Featured on N
B

C
 N

ightly N
ew

s 
w

ith Lester H
olt in Spring of 2022.

2009

2024

H
osted N

J G
overnor Phil M

urphy 
at the top of A

bsecon Lighthouse 
to kick off M

em
orial D

ay w
eekend 

in N
ew

 Jersey in M
ay of 2022.

B
uddy passed aw

ay at the age of 
96 at his A

tlantic C
ity hom

e on 
January 4, 2024. A

 C
elebration 

of Life w
as held at Jim

 W
helan B

oardw
alk 

H
all on June 26, 2024, replete w

ith an 
organ recital from

 the w
orld’s largest pipe 

organ and a reception w
here m

em
ories 

and photos w
ere shared by his fam

ily 
and friends.

2022

Name____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Address__________________________________________________________________________________ 
City____________________________________________ State______________ Zip___________________ 
Phone___________________________ Email____________________________________________________ 

PLEASE SELECT YOUR LEVEL OF SUPPORT 

❑ Buddy the Lightkeeper $5,000+
❑ A Beacon for the Ages $2,500 - $4,999
❑ The Young at Heart $1,000 - $2,499

Total Donation: ____________________

❑ Credit Card   ❑  Check (payable to Absecon Lighthouse)

Credit Card Number___________________________________________ Exp ___/______ CV _________ 

Signature______________________________________________________ Date_____________________ 

TH
E G

EO
RG

E “B
uddy” G

RO
VER III 

M
EM

O
RIA

L FU
N

D
G

eorge “B
uddy” G

rover III, w
as our beloved Lightkeeper from

 2009 to 2023. H
e charm

ed and 
enlightened thousands of visitors during his 14 years of volunteer service. H

is sm
ile and personality 

instantly endeared him
 to everyone he m

et, and his legacy is an inspiration to all. In his honor, 
A

bsecon Lighthouse received a grant from
 ThriveA

C
 Fund to develop the brochure and program

 you 
are now

 learning about. B
uddy’s passion w

as for the care and preservation of this iconic beacon – 
N

ew
 Jersey’s tallest and the country’s third tallest m

asonry beacon. H
is dream

 w
as to use his legacy as 

a lightkeeper to inspire others to help fund 
A

bsecon Lighthouse w
ith general support to 

keep our light shining. B
uddy w

as a B
eacon 

for the A
ges. H

e w
as a role m

odel of how
 to 

live your best life. H
e leaves us w

ith hope and  
inspiration, as a friend to all he m

et. W
e hope  

you w
ill learn m

ore about our friend  
Buddy in this brochure, and honor 
him

 w
ith a contribution to keep his 

light shining here for ages.    

IN
 B

U
D

D
Y

’S
 H

O
N

O
R

,
A

bsecon Lighthouse w
ill  

im
plem

ent an annual aw
ard 

for an individual w
ho reflects 

and acts on core character-
istics that m

ade Buddy such 
a special person and citizen. 

These include:
•  Volunteerism
•    Com

m
unity engagem

ent 
w

ith civic organizations
•  Inclusivity &

 good cheer

 G
uiding

L
ight 

TH
E

A
W

A
RD

BU
D

D
Y TH

E LIG
H

TK
EEPER

$5,000 +

A
 BEA

CO
N

 FO
R TH

E A
G

ES
$2,500 - $4,999

TH
E YO

U
N

G
 AT H

EA
RT

$1,000 - $2,499

SEM
PER FI, U

S M
A

RIN
E CO

RPS
$500 - $999

TH
E W

O
RLD

 TRAVELER
$250 - $499

BE LIK
E BU

D
D

Y!
$100 - $249

Your contribution in B
uddy’s honor w

ill be used for general operating support for  
A

bsecon Lighthouse. Som
e years are profitable, and som

e years are challenging
due to extrem

e w
eather events affecting visitation, area industry business success 

or strife, and econom
ic bellw

ethers of daily living. W
e are open year-round, and  

operate successfully due to our am
azing crew

 of volunteers, w
ho give their tim

e,  
like B

uddy did, to keep our light shining!  

PLEASE DETACH & SEND WITH DONATION:
Absecon Lighthouse, 31 S. Rhode Island Ave, Atlantic City, NJ 08401 

SCA
N

 Q
R CO

D
E 

FO
R VID

EO

1950

A
s a form

er M
arine, 

Buddy w
as buried at 

sea on June 27, 2024,  
3 m

iles off the coast of A
tlantic C

ity 
in a cerem

ony to honor his life, by 
the A

tlantic C
ity C

oast G
uard w

ith 
his fam

ily on board.

❑ Semper Fi, USMC $500 - $999
❑ The World Traveler $250 - $499
❑ Be Like Buddy! $100 - $249

Absecon 
L IGHTHOUSE  




